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California

Creating defensiblefuel breaksalong main road systems

Springof 2001 found
theAlturasField
OfficeFireProgram
workingonthefirst
chapter of anon-
goingWildlandUrban
Interfaceproject
designedtoreduce
accumulationsof
forestfuelsalong
mainroadsinthearea
tocreastedefensible
spacefuel zones.

The Muck Valley prescribed fire.
TheMuck Valey

Prescribed Burnwasasuccessful 50 acre underburnin Ponderosapinedesignedto
producelow flameswhich crawled a ong theforest floor burning only theduff layer of
vegetationwhileavoiding thetreecanopies. By reducing brush densitiesandladder
fuelswhichhad

accumul ated asaresult of
pastfiresuppression
activities futurewildfires
that occur will beof lower
intensity, easier tocontrol,
andlessdamagingtothe

ecosystem.

Additional workinthis
areaisscheduledtobegin
thisfall andwill include
moreunderburninganda
360 acrebiomass, brush
masticationproject.

An engine patrols the Muck Valley prescribed fire.
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National Conservation AreaBenefitsfrom Hazar dousFuelsReduction Proj ect

The50acreHigh Rock
prescribed burnwasconducted
in December 2000 by the
SurpriseResourceArea’s
engineandfuelscrews, with
assistancefromother fireand
resourcepersonnel. Itwas
located in High Rock Canyon,
Nevada, whichispart of the
Black Rock/High Rock Canyon
National Conservation Area.

Thegoalsachieved by thisburn
indude:
 Reductionof thefirehazard by creatingfuel breaks;
» Removal of old growth sageand grasses, creating amosai c of open andbrush
areasthroughout thecanyon complex;
* Restorationof nativebrush and grassspeciesto helpwildlife, and;
* Protectionof historicsites.

BLM iscarefully returningfire, acritical part of theecosystem, back toHigh Rock
Canyon. Indoing so nativeplant species, and thewildlifethat dependsonthemfor
forage, will benefit.

Partneringfor Restoration

TheNewland AreaRestoration Project, startedin 1999, isan ongoing effort which has
thus farimproved approximately 450 acres. PartneringwiththeCaliforniaDeer
Association, thisproject invol vesmechani cal treatment of juniper. Theobjectiveof this
projectisto break up thecontinuity of theexisting hazardousfuelsonthesiteand
reduceencroachingjunipersto protect mahogany and aspen standsinthearea.
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TheBLM fuelscrew from
theSurpriseField Office
isdoingthework. The
photo wastakenfroman
existing photo point and
showsthedead, cut
juniper intheforeground
and an uncut section of
junipersontherightinthe
background.

Montana
Shepherd-AH-Nei Area

BLM landsareadjacent to homesinanextensiverural sub-division20 milesfrom
Billings, Montana. Thearea, referredto asthe Shepherd AH-Nei area, washeavily
timbered with Ponderosapinebrownfrom several yearsof drought. Topography of the
areaisrugged and covered with dense timber. Bringingineguipment for crewswas
nearly impossibleinorder to prevent afirefrom spreading.

Under theseconditions, BLM used enginecrewsawaiting callstofireduty thissummer
tothinthetreesand createa“firebreak.” TheMilesCity field officedid some
computer modelingand
looked at theworst-case
scenario. Asaresult, the
flamelengthheight of afire
going throughthiscountry
wouldbeabout 7 feet. The
firecrewsselectively thinned
thetreesfirst, tomakesure
therewasenough space
betweenthemto prevent
crownfire, thenlimbedthe
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trees to 7 feet, above projected
flamelengths.

Thenew fuel breakisamilelong
and 200to 350 feet wide. Pilesof
slash (debris) werecreated, and
will beburnedthiswinter. BLM
may also makesomeof theslash
availablefor firewood. Thefud
break will not only slow or stop
fires, itmay allow for other usesin
thefuture. Withfewer trees, more
grasswill grow and moregrazing
may beavailable. Inthelong-term prescribed firemay beintroduced to keep
dangerousfuelsat areducedlevel.

Nevada
Indian Creek Recreation Area

BLM'’ sCarson City Field Officehasmanagement respons bility for landsinAlpine
County, Californiaand started afuelsmanagement programinthelndian Creek
Recreation Areain 1992. Thelndian Creek Recreation Areaisahigh userecreation
areathat isvery important tothelocal communitiesand their recreati on-based
economy, andisinclose
proximity tothecommunitiesof
Woodfordsand Markleeville,
Cdlifornia. Portionsof the
Indian Creek Recreation Area
haveburnedinlargewildfiresin
thepast twenty years. Since
1992theBLM hasmechanically
thinned 450 acresand
conducted prescribed burnson
150 acres, treating atotal of 600
acres.
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Theprimary objectiveof thelndian Creek fuel smanagement programisto reduce
dangerousfud loadingsandalter fuel arrangement. But theprogram’ sother important
objectivesareto maintain aesthetic val ues, reduce dwarf mistletoeandinsect pest
infestations, improvethetimber stand natural regeneration process, rejuvenatebrowse,
andincreaseherbaceousplant productionand availability.

Thefuelsmanagement programat Indian Creek isongoing. A forestthinningprojectis
scheduledto beginin October 2001 and additional forest thinning and prescribed
burningwill continuein2002.
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